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this does not please 

God.   

One evening while gath-

ered around the dinner 

table, Mamitjie’s hus-

band Elias asked his 

youngest daughter a 

question.  When 8-year-

old Shane answered (yet 
another) question out-
of-turn, it happened 

that the frustrated 

Elias forgot himself and 

responded “Shut-up 

Elias and Mamitjie Mat-

jeni, conscientious 

houseparents who want 

to see her children grow 

in Godly character, 

taught their kids that 

saying “shut up” when 

you want somebody to 

keep quiet is simply not 

permissable.  Even the 

youngest member of the 

household, 2-year-old 

Busi, had learned that 

Shane.”  Busi immedi-

ately looked at her fa-

ther with shocked dis-

approval in her eyes, and 

said “Daddy, what did 

you say?  What did you 

say?”  And then with 

sharp alacrity, dared 

him to, “Say it again.  

Say it again, Daddy.”  

Elias found himself 

apologizing quickly after 

the reprimand of a 2-

year-old hit home. /// 
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