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Raised to Praise 

gious practice is an individual decision 

and not to be encouraged by the home. 

Bethesda has made a commitment to 

raise children within a family unit.  We 

seek to meet physical needs such as 

food, clothing, a warm bed to sleep in, 

and proper housing.  We are committed 

to giving each child the opportunity of a 

quality Christian education.  However, 

the most important ingredient that we 

do not apologize for and which sets us 

apart from other agencies is that we will 

not omit teaching our children to be dis-

ciples of Christ.  At Bethesda that hap-

pens through God’s design of the family, 
with a mother and a father.  God has 

graciously brought each child into the 

care of these parents, and we pray that 

each will grow to desire the knowledge 

of God personally and to serve Him 

faithfully through the godly example of 

the houseparents in their homes. If God 

allows us to be successful in this we 

have a greater chance of reaching gen-

erations for Christ.  

Thank you for your partnership in rais-

ing children to know God and praise 

Him forever! 

Persevering with Great Joy, 

                      
          FOR THE BETHESDA TEAM  

The parable of the Good Samaritan is fa-

miliar to many and is our point of refer-

ence as we seek to love our neighbor 

(orphans) as we should.  Often I am asked 

questions; “why is the ministry of Be-

thesda different in the ways we approach 

the care of children?”  Or “why don’t you 

have more children if the problem is so 

great?”  Or “why have you chosen the 

standard of care that you have at Be-

thesda?”  

I believe God’s Word speaks clearly that it 

is every believer’s responsibility to assist 

in the care of orphans (James1: 27).  How-

ever, when it comes to the ‘standard’ of 

care, it is more difficult to define. If the 

responsibility of the church is orphans 

then shouldn’t the standard be set by the 

Church and the Word of God? 

There are many childcare facilities—both 

secular and Christian—in South Africa 

and other AIDS ravished countries.  In 

each you will find vast differences in the 

standard of care.  In one of the pictures to 

the left, you can see a bedroom of a child-

care home I visited. There was 

one foot in-between each of 

the beds for 36 boys aged 6-21. 

I was in another home where 

the facility was beautiful and 

had adequate living space for 

the children; but the Director 

there maintained that reli-
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Tanks, Fire Trucks, and Fun! 

What a great celebration we had on 16 June, at Be-

thesda’s annual Youth Day Picnic!  Bethesda staff and 

children joined with many others from area churches 

and the surrounding community, including nearly 800 

children from local crèche facilities; the metro police, 

the army, and the fire brigade joined in the events, 

which included horse rides, puppet shows, craft tents, 

games, fire safety displays, food, fun, and loads of fel-

lowship! 

This year’s event was a joint effort by Bethesda Out-

reach Ministries and AIM (Africa Institute of Missiol-

ogy) to partner with local churches in encouragement and reaching out to those 

in need.  The theme of the day was “Creating Positive Relationships,” and we 

enjoyed hearing God’s Word on that topic brought to us by Mpho Monare of 

Youth for Christ.   

Many craft tents were lining the road, manned by SoapKidz, who sponsored 

various crafts for the children.  Each craft was made out of recycled materials, 

and included finished products of handbags, cardboard cell 

phones, and musical “shakers!”  Zoo on Wheels also joined us, 

allowing the children a look at small animals and entertaining 

them with animal stories.  The Tshwane Metro Police Dog and 

Horse Unit educated us on dogs and horses and demonstrated 

how they work with these animals to prevent crime, and the Fire 

Brigade Services and Tshwane Emergency Services were on 

hand to teach fire safety and how to help the injured.  The South African Army allowed 

the children to climb into an army tank for a soldier’s view after sharing how and 

when the tanks were used.   It was also a special treat to have a team from Kossuth 

Street Baptist Church in Lafayette, Indiana, with us, helping the Bethesda staff with 

games and other activities.   

On the whole, it was a blessed day full of good fellowship and 

relationship building, and it definitely left us looking forward to 

joining with you many of you for next year’s Youth Day Picnic!   
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It is a privilege to serve as an 

intern at Bethesda.  This is my 

third year visiting Bethesda and 

I am still learning so much 

about the culture, the people 

and all that God is doing in and 

through the ministry of Be-

thesda.   

As a junior in college studying 

education, I am blessed to be 

able to use my summer break 

serving in Bethesda’s Jabulane 

Christian Academy for a two-

month term.  I’ve been able to 

work alongside Elizabeth Ma-

boea teaching the children in 

grades 1-3 as well as tutoring 

many of the students over their 

present three week holiday. 

From the Lips of Children  From the Lips of Children  From the Lips of Children  From the Lips of Children      

Elizabeth has been wonderful to 

work with and I am finding that 

I’m able to get many insights 

into the South African educa-

tional system through her.   

I am greatly spoiled in getting to 

spend so much one-on-one time 

with the children in tutoring ses-

sions. It is so incredible to think 

that many of these children that 

I work with everyday would not 

have had the opportunity to re-

ceive a quality education if it 

were not for God’s grace in 

bringing them to Bethesda. They 

are great to work with and do 

have a desire to learn and 

please… …of course, these kids 

are kids; they have their mo-

ments, as well!   

I am learning so much here and 

have a great desire to see many 

more children at Bethesda in the 

near future.  There is so much 

work to be done all around the 

world for the glory of God, and 

this ministry has been a wonder-

ful place for me to be a part of 

what God is doing globally.  All 

the praise be to Him! 

Recently, Miss Jacy Hobbs put a lot of effort into teaching a unit on economics 

to her grade 4-6 class.  The children went to various businesses in the area to 

interview the owners on everything from how to start a business, to supply 

and demand and what costs the managers needed to figure into their budget 

besides the cost of making their products.  They went to a petrol station, a 

pizza shop, local artists who sell their crafts in town, and a guest lodge to 

name a few.  At the end of the unit, they were able to put into practice what 

they had learned by buying supplies and making crafts to sell; the sales took 

place on Entrepreneur Day at the beginning of June.  To 

the right are some pic-

tures from the unit.   

From the Heart of an Intern 
 

Samantha Smith Talks About Her Opportunity 

Far right: Tumelo drives a 
hard bargain as he sells his 
wares.  Bottom right: 
Schoolchildren with owner 
Derrick Cochran at Tam-
boti Guest Lodge.  Near 
right: Masego buys some-
thing nice at Lerato’s “Nice 
Things Shop.” 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 

South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 
Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 
in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-
rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 
the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  
That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-
phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

 

Capital Project Needs 
   Children’s Home  

   Construction: 

      R 1,320,000 ($220,000) 

   Village Road Construction: 

      R 480,000 ($80,000) 

   Combie (2 needed): 

      R 220,000 ($36,670)/each 

   Tractor with Equipment: 

      R 120,000 ($20,000) 

    

Children’s Home Needs 
(for donors living in South Africa) 

   Non-perishable food items 

 

 

Opportunities                     Calendar of Events  

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 
9 July 
     JCA Term 3 begins 

 
10 July 
     Cedarville Team Arrives 

 

 
 

 

 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Klaas Mashabela 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 

Frans Manaka 

Dana Scott 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 

 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Frans & Salome Manaka 
 

Houseparent Assistant: 

Christinah Moagi 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Jacy Hobbs 

Tryphina Ledwaba 
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