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Psalm 78:5-8 

For He established a testi-

mony in Jacob And ap-

pointed a law in Israel, 

Which He commanded 

our fathers That they 

should teach them to their 

children,  
 That the generation to 

come might know, even 

the children yet to be 

born, That they may arise 

and tell them to their 

children,  
 That they should put 

their confidence in God 

And not forget the works 

of God, But keep His com-

mandments,  

And not be like their fa-

thers, A stubborn and 

rebellious generation, A 

generation that did not 

prepare its heart And 

whose spirit was not 

faithful to God. 
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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 
 òHi,ó I am Lawrence, not Papa John who usually 

writes this letter. This month, the grade 3-8 classes were 

given the chance to write the update. I am the grade 8 

student and I stay in the Shikwambaneõs family. I have 

lived at Bethesda for two and a half years. 
 I am writing today to tell you what life is like at 

Bethesda and what God has done in my life since I came here. 
 At Bethesda, we have five families. We have 3 buildings containing, or 

split into, 5 homes. In each house we have a dad, mom, brothers and sisters. 

Sometimes you could have up to 12 children in a house while they wait for 

new parents. The important thing in our families is about knowing God. We 

learn about Him through family devotions, through asking questions, and 

through correction when we do wrong. 
 At Bethesda, we have a school from only grades R-8. The name of our 

school is Jabulane Christian Academy. In our school we have five teachers. In 

school we learn about the Word of God by reading the Bible, class devotions, 

class discussions, and assembly. When you come to our school you must 

know English and you have to be a good student. Being a good student means 

being respectful, doing all your work, and listening in class. 
 Sometimes we have visitors from other countries: Germany, the De-

mocratic Republic of the Congo, Argentina, Uruguay, and others. Sometimes 

teams from America come and visit Bethesda. When they come to Bethesda, 

they help the teachers to teach. Sometimes they help with games by doing 

Sports Day with us or Day Camp on the weekend. 
When I came to Bethesda from another childrenõs house, which was 

called Jabulani, it was different. Bethesda gave me a family. At Jabulani, they 

were doing many things for me, and now at Bethesda I have a chance to do 

things for myself. Bethesda has done good things to my life, for example, going 

to school and giving me many friends. 
 When I came to Bethesda, I was not a good boy because I was not 

saved. When I did something wrong, my mom would correct me, and I would 

get angry. Sometimes I would fight with my brothers. In 2008, I accepted 

Christ Jesus as my Saviour. This January, I changed my attitude and behaviour. 

I always obey my parents. Ephesians 6:1-4 teaches me to obey my mom and 

dad. I want to obey the Bible and my parents! Sometimes I obey my sisters 

and brothers. Since January, I started knowing Godõs Word more. I learn 

about God in devotions, at church, and at school. Now I can 

even tell people about Him. 

 Thank you, 

 Lawrence 
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After 

Career Week at Jabulane Christian Academy  
The week of June 24-28th, Jabulane Christian Academy enjoyed many guests as students focused on 

careers available to them in the future. Students were exposed to many careers throughout the 

week. They were even able to hear from the office staff at Bethesda. Although each student knows 

these staff members, they donõt always know what they do. We also welcomed an engineer, an en-

trepreneur, police detective, local sculptor, and a medical technologist. Through presentations and 

question and answer times, students gleaned much information about these careers. On the follow-

ing pages you will find some of the studentsõ thoughts as they reflect on the various careers they see 

here at Bethesda every day. 

The New Houseɬ by Kgothatso, grade 6, Matjeni family  

The new house at Bethesda is done. There are already carpets, couches and even the bathrooms 

and the toilets are done in the house. The house building went very fast. The house started to be 

built last year in August. The builders are working so hard to finish up the house. They need to put 

in some furniture in the house. When the new house is finished up, Bethesda will need parents and 

children to stay in the new house. We hope that the house will get done very 

soon and have new parents and children in that house soon as possible. Pray 

that we can have new parents and children in the house. 
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Left: Barnabas, a local arti-

san, describes how he makes 

his wood and stone sculp-

tures. 
Down: Kim Lowe, an engi-

neer and teacher discussing 

an experiment. 

Left: Grades 3-7 with 

the Mayor Mlondobozi 

 
Bottom: Sarah, a 

local medical tech-

nologist describes her 

job. 

Please continue to pray that 

God will work in the hearts of 

government officials to allow 

the village proclamation to be 

granted without the added  

stipulations or that He will 

provide the needed funds to 

meet their requests. 

http://www.bethesdaoutreach.org


Page 3 Raised to Praise 

 

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Fritz Shikwambane, aka òDaddy Shikwambane,ó is the houseparent 

supervisor at Bethesda. He has a special relationship with all the par-

ents by assisting them through discipleship, assistance with children, 

and many other ways. He is an important part of our staff. If some of 

our students had his job, this is what they would do: 

From Kgothatso, Grade 6, Matjeni family: òIf I had 

Daddy Shikwambaneõs job, I would take children to 

Prestige or other schools. I would pay money for the 

transport car for the children to go to school with. I would be working at the office. Iõll be so 

busy! I will be working with the computer. I would also pay the house parents. I will have a 

meeting with Papa John.ó 

From Lawrence, Grade 8, Shikwambane family: òI would work in the office. I would take care of the family. I will 

make sure the houses are clean. I will tell the parents that the house must stay clean. One day, I will tell the fami-

lies that I will come to see the houses. I would find the house clean as a cat. I will be nice to them.ó 

From Keabetswe, Grade 5, community student: òIf I had Papa Shikwambaneõs job 

I would help people in Bethesda. When people come to pay I will take the money 

and give it to Miss Rising. When they have problems I will help them. Sometimes 

when we have meetings, I will be there.ó 

(Íɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯɁ#ÈËËàɯ2ÏÐÒÞÈÔÉÈÕÌȭȭȭɂ 

Houseparents are the backbone of Bethesda. They are involved both directly and 

indirectly in each of our studentsõ lives. When we asked our students what they 

would do if they were houseparents, this is what they thought. 

From Gontse, grade 4, community student: òIf I was a houseparent, I 

would take care of children. If sometime I had a problem I would call 

Miss Rising to help me with my child. I would cook for them. I would 

play with them. We would go to vacation together.ó 

From Maria, grade 3, Shikwambane family: òIf I was a houseparent, I 

would take care of my children. I would give them food to eat. I will take 

them to school. I want to be a good houseparent. I will let them clean my 

house. I want them to be happy. They will love food so much! I will wake 

up my kids for school.ó 

If I was a Houseparent...  

Fritz and Masello Shikwambane 

http://www.bethesdaoutreach.org
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Our maintenance staff keeps Bethesda running smoothly and looking beautiful. Hereõs 

what the children at Bethesda see them doing: 

From Alfred, grade 5, Msiza family: òI would help maintenance. I would buy 

petrol for all of the machines. I would help Papa John with schedules. I would 

go and get the teams. I would buy food for the dogs. I would check the 

fence.ó 

From Anele, grade 5, community student: òMy work is to help Bethesda. 

My job is to fix the things in Bethesda. I love my job! My job is very hard. 

I love the children of Bethesda.ó 

From Kgothatso, grade 6, Matjeni family: òI would do maintenance. I would go check to 

see if the new house is going well. At the end of the month, I would pay the maintenance workers. I would 

have a meeting with Papa John. If the maintenance workers have a problem, I would tell Papa John. I would 

make sure everything is well. I will pay the workers well. Iõll make sure they do their work well.ó 

If I was on the Maintenance Staff...  

From Mbali, grade 4, community student: òWhen I grow up I want to be a doctor. I 

want to help people because I want them to feel better. I will be a wonderful doctor. If 

I am not going to be a doctor I will be a nursing sister.ó 

From Thandiwe, grade 4, Phago family: òWhen I grow up I want 

to be a teacher. I want to do this because it is special. I love be-

ing a teacher. I love it. I want to teach grade R. I will teach Eng-

lish and Life Skills. I would tell their Mom and Dad, no uniforms.ó 

When I grow up, I want to be...  

John Mixon, our director, is lovingly known as òPapa Johnó to the kids. Hereõs 

what they would do if they were òin his shoes.ó 

From Lebo, grade 5, Sithole family: òIf I was the director of Bethesda, I 

would tell people to pray for the new house.ó 

From Bongani, grade 6, Phago family: òI would make Bethesda 

nice. Bethesda would have a swimming pool. I will cut the tall 

grass. The road will be paved. I would like this job. I will work 

very hard to make Bethesda nice. I will make a big soccer field. I will play  

soccer.ó 

If I was Papa John... 

http://www.bethesdaoutreach.org

