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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 
 
 I trust that you thoroughly enjoyed the June Raised 
to Praise Update that was written by the children of  
Bethesda.   We encourage creative writing and journalism in 
our school. The creativity displayed in the children’s articles 
was exciting to see.   
 Often when Lois and I leave South Africa and fly to America, our South  
African friends encourage us to have a “restful holiday” as they tell us good-bye.  
Lois and I just smile, knowing in our hearts that the trip is definitely NOT a restful 
holiday. Much of our time in the US is spent traveling to share the ministry of  
Bethesda.  Despite our busy schedule, we are thankful for each church and individual 
who took time to listen to us as we shared the ministry of Bethesda. It is our joy to 
tell what God is doing in the lives of our staff and children.  
 Presently, Lois and I are winding down our ministry of visiting churches in 
the US.  We have also visited individual supporters, organizations and foundations 
that support Bethesda. Continued support and new partnerships often result when 
we communicate our need, helping us to “carry the load.”   We attended two  
week-long conferences which enabled us to look for new partners.  We praise the 
Lord that any where we go; people love to hear about how God is blessing the  
ministry.  Many ask about specific children they have come to know through our  
updates.   
 We thank God we were able to spend some time with both family and  
special friends during this trip.  They have been “just what the doctor ordered” - the 
encouragement that helps keep us going on our busy schedule. 
 Even when we are away, I am still actively involved in the ministry on a daily 
basis.  Communication goes back and forth to keep things moving while I am absent.  
We are looking forward to arriving back in South Africa, being reunited with our 
Bethesda family.  We love them and miss them so much when we are away.   
 I want to thank you for your ongoing partnership.  We have great needs at 
Bethesda, but we know that God is a God who is incredibly involved and knows 
what is needed.  Please join me in prayer as we praise God for the partners He has 
provided.  He is meeting our needs and it is amazing to see who He uses and how 
He goes about providing blessings for this ministry.  Our desire is to keep on keeping 
on, helping meet even more of the insurmountable needs of orphans in South Africa.   
 To the best of our ability and with the help and power of God, we at  
Bethesda will continue to be your faithful servants and trustworthy stewards of all 
that God has given through your gifts of love. 
Thank you for your encouragement that is shown in so many ways. 
 
Pressing on for His Glory, 

 
 
 

John Mixon for the Bethesda Team 
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After 

Team Projects 

During the past few months, we’ve been blessed by visiting teams 
from all over the United States. These teams consisted of people 
who, selflessly, gave of themselves, their expertise and resources to 
get certain projects done for the greater good of Bethesda and our 
families.  
Through their dedication, hard work and perseverance with “African 
technology”, much was accomplished. They have cleared the ground 
around the new house and prepared it for planting grass, laid  
hundreds of meters of pipe from our borehole to the child care 
houses for irrigation purposes, gave the Msiza’s house a facelift by 
repainting it, built and erected a basketball hoop with backboard as 
well as a netball hoop, burned firebreaks all over the property and 
constructed a “boma” 
style wall around our 
water tanks. It’s safe to 
say that each and every 
visiting team left their 

mark here in some way or another. 
We are so thankful for all of their efforts and we can 
only stand in awe of our mighty God, who put it in the 
hearts of these teams to come all the way to South  
Africa to help out where they can. 

Where in the World are the Cryans? 

Roger and Carol Cryan returned to Bethesda at the end of 
May to begin five months of ministry at the Children’s Village 
and in the surrounding communities.  As staff trainers, they 
teach Continuing Education Classes to our staff and members 
of nearby local churches on a variety of topics.  This year’s 
emphasis is on principles of Biblical Counseling.  Later in August, they will hold a 
one day seminar for our teachers from Jabulane Christian Academy. In addition 
to training, the Cryans are involved in Bethesda’s Hand of Mercy Ministry,  
reaching out to church leaders in area neighborhoods to help them explore how 
they can minister to orphans through their own church.  Whether through  
feeding programs, growing gardens to provide food for  
orphans, or preparing church families to care for orphaned 
children through foster parenting, these local churches are 
doing what they can to respond to the orphan crisis at  
whatever level is possible for them.  Roger and Carol as well 
as other Bethesda staff and visiting mission teams find great 
joy in standing shoulder-to-shoulder with these African  
brothers and sisters as together we seek to meet the needs  
of South Africa’s orphaned children for God’s glory and their  
good.   
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To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

What one mission team starts, another team often continues.  A mission team from First Baptist 
Church of Elkhart IN, our second in July, continued garden work at Lethabile Baptist Church orphan 
ministry.  While some worked in the garden, other team members provided man-power to restore a 
run-down outdoor basketball court with materials provided by Bethesda’s Hands of Mercy Ministry.  
As the children arrived, the team incorporated Bible stories and principles through games and  

activities they brought.  As the children enjoyed 
the lunch the team brought for them, First  
Baptist’s missions pastor, James Pettit, shared the 
gospel.  Although the team members were tired 
from a hard day’s work and service, their hearts 
were refreshed from showing the love of Christ 
to the orphaned 
children. 

First Baptist Church of Elkhart, Indiana Blessed Bethesda 

Bethesda’s mission is to meet the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ. 
Through our Hands of Mercy Ministry, we reach beyond our Children’s Village, assisting local 
churches as they care for orphans within their own communities. Bethesda partners with Lethabile 
Baptist Church, about 20 minutes from Bethesda Village. Recently a mission team from Kossuth 
Street Baptist Church along with some of our Bethesda staff traveled to this church to assist in their 
outreach to orphaned children. The children enjoyed face painting, coloring, reading, games, animal 
balloons, singing and more.  Other team members worked in the garden, clearing deep grass to  
prepare new beds and planting vegetable seeds and plants.  The church uses the vegetables to feed 
the children.  At the end of the day the team fed the children a healthy lunch.  Susan, who leads the 
orphan ministry at Lethabile, is always grateful for the ministry of the teams.    

Thank You to Kossuth Street Baptist Church of Lafayette, Indiana 
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Dorah joined the maintenance team at Bethesda in March 2001. Her posi-
tion as housekeeper is a challenging one, as she singlehandedly cleans and 
maintains neatness in all the  
common buildings on the premises, including the office, 
school buildings and team centre. She also helps out 
with the cooking whenever teams visit us, and enjoys 
serving our foreign guests some local delicacies like 
chicken feet and mopani worms. 
As grandmother of two little ones, 
Thabo and Thabisang, her love for 
children is obvious and is an  
extension of her love for God. She 
has been serving Him here alongside 
her husband, Elvis, for the last 9 
years and has a reputation for being 
one of the hardest workers on the 

maintenance team. We thank God for Dorah’s servant’s heart 
and for the blessing that she is to Bethesda. 

Staff Highlight: Dorah Maluri 

While the Kossuth Team was visiting Bethesda, we experienced a bush fire on the back of our  
property. Everyone who was home was called to help prevent it from spreading. Carol Cryan recalls 
the following story while fighting the fire. 

“I was filling water buckets and trying to carry them to the ‘fire fighters.’  When I couldn’t carry 
them very far, I called to Ayanda that I would leave them there so 
he and the other ‘fire fighters’ could carry them the rest of the 
way.  His response was, ‘Oh yes, Mama Cryan, age is against 
you.’  Trouble is – he is right.!” 

From the Lips of Children  

Above: Dorah says good-
bye to her friend Alyssa. 
Side: Two of the treats 
made for visiting teams: 
Chicken feet (run aways) 
and Mopani worms 

Left: Rudy and Bongani help to fill buckets 
Middle: Roger and Carol Cryan with several 
of the Msiza children 
Above: Ayanda 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links  

to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in  

Africa who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village,  

Orphan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 
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BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  
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We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$42,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 

Rudi VanJaarsveld 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 

 

Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 

 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christina Moagi 

Mary Letswalo 

Judith Moagi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 

 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Josephina Molekoa 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Ruth Segoa 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 


